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satires, odes, dithyrambs, poems to accompany etchings and drawings, novels in letters, and so forth. Of this great mass only a few things have been preserved.
Let us first consider the two most extensive productions, Die Laune des Verliebten and Die Mitschuldigen.
Die Laune des Verliebten*0 or Amine, as the piece was first called, did not originate in its earliest form in Leipsic, but in Frankfort. In this form it was apparently nothing but an improbable, unreal, pastoral drama constructed after the usual pattern, and Goethe was ashamed of it two years later and recast it completely, when he learned from experience what he had previously sought to fabricate out of abstractions. Consequently, his statement that the piece, as we know it, sprang from his relation to Katchen is thoroughly accurate. Indeed we may assume that it corresponds to the reality in a greater degree than we are able to prove. The poet certainly declares to his sister that it is a careful copy from nature. He took unusual pains with the little play of five hundred verses. In October, 1767, he had been at work at it for eight months; he had not minded working over whole situations two or three times, but when he thought he had finished, he had made only a fair beginning. Thus the second redaction passed through the crucible so often that scarcely a hundred verses of it were left. Finally, in April, 1768, he puts the work aside. "There you have the comedy," he writes to Behrisch; " you will hardly recognise it. Horn insists that I make no more changes in it for fear of spoiling it, and he is about right."
Two couples are contrasted with each other: Eridon (Goethe) and Amine (Katchen), Lamon and Egle (probably suggested by Horn and Constanze Breitkopf). Lamon and Egle are mutually trustful, and by granting each other a certain amount of liberty enjoy an undisturbed lovers' happiness. Eridon and Amine, inflamed with a deeper, more passionate love, cannot enjoy their happiness, because Eridon persecutes Amine with jealous mistrust and will grant her no pleasure of which he is not the source. Egle
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